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From Rabbi Lewis 

The Book of Esther is a problematic 
text for the careful reader. A heroic, 
Biblical personality, but upon close 
scrutiny, Esther seems casual in her 
fidelity to orthodox Jewish tradition 
despite her coerced circumstances. 
She is married to a non-Jew. Does 
not immerse monthly in a mikve. 
Eats treif and prayer seems not a part of her daily 
routine. Though traditional commentators  claim she 
was faithful, it is mere apologia born of embarrassment. 
A more dramatic effort to clean up Esther's disturbing 
behavior was the Book of Judith, which scholars claim 
was a deliberate corrective to our famous queen's 
misdeeds. Judith, of course, in this subsequent 
Apocryphal book, is portrayed as a strictly observant, 
loyal Jewess. That being said, I believe that Megillat 
Esther provides a needed, somewhat encouraging 
perspective to the modern Jewish reader who is 
concerned with our vanishing numbers. We are 
historical narcissists dismissing a thirty five hundred year 
prologue. We feel immersed in the present, convinced 
our challenges are unique and our threats distinct. In 
fact, Esther, with her troubling narrative, tells us there is 
nothing new under the sun. Indeed, a quick review 
portrays a Judaism replete with episodes of spiritual 
hemorrhaging from the early rants of Moses and the 
prophets through the apostasy of Talmudic Rabbi Elisha 
ben Abuya. Saul to Paul. The Conversos in Spain. 
Mendelson in Germany. Disraeli in England. Aaron Jean-
Marie Lustiger in France. The statistics of our co-
religionists abandoning the faith of their parents has 
been epidemic for centuries. Whether casual, a slow 
fizzle or a full throttled sprint, our people have left the 
fold generation after generation. The Book of Esther 
provides us hope despite alarming statistics and 
depressing demography. We are part of an endless 
march that sometimes follows the route with fidelity 
and sometimes loses its way wandering off the path.  
 
That has been our destiny and our fate. Esther reminds 
us that attrition and defection have always been part of 
our history but that we have always prevailed. We 
lament today's assimilation, but God willing similar 
laments will be uttered by our descendants well into the 
future. The arrogance of now and the primacy of today 
denies our resilience and stunning ability to overcome, 
survive and thrive. We are an eternal people despite all 
that seduces and all that assaults. There was Haman and 
nooses, Esther and Ahashverosh, yet thousands of years 
later here we are, an ever-dying people, swinging 
graggers and eating Hamantashen. 
 
Rabbi Shalom Lewis 

 From Rabbi Dorsch                                   
I recently had dinner with a group of five young, 
married couples living in Brookhaven as part of our 
new Etz Intown Initiative, (a special thank you to 
Whitney Seltman Kooden and Emily Schwartz 
Bernstein for hosting).  Although it was a terrific 
opportunity for me to introduce myself and 
showcase the strengths of our community, you 
probably won’t be surprised to find out that Etz 
Chaim was not the only topic of our conversation.  Instead, I wanted to 
listen to them and hear what they were looking for to help them grow 
Jewishly.   
 

The results of our conversation were uplifting, and for me, not the 
least bit surprising.  Young Jewish millennials--contrary to how they are 
often disparaged--aren’t just looking for us to pay for their beer.  Like 
their parents and grandparents, I found that each person present was 
serious about looking for meaningful educational opportunities to 
better understand the challenges--environmental, political, etc.--that 
they face, through a Jewish lens. 
 

But wait...you might be asking.  Don’t we have an exceptional Lilmode 
program that addresses many of these issues?  Why aren’t they 
coming to our programs here in East Cobb?  Of course, the answer is: 
yes, we do have a wonderful Lilmode program that speaks to these 
real-world concerns.  But you may have noticed that even in our own 
synagogue, the way that we engage with Judaism is already beginning 
to shift.  Our website, once a place where you would click to find 
information, has been transformed into a platform that enables us to 
engage with our community.  Through our portal, you may now 
register, donate to our capital campaign, and even study Torah.  Earlier 
this year, I also began to utilize Zoom Conference software for my 
Torah study on Thursdays at 10am, so that anyone unable to bypass 
the Atlanta traffic could participate, growing the size of our 
group.  We’re slowly moving from Etz Chaim 1.0 to Etz Chaim 2.0.   
 

Admittedly, the movement away from physical spaces by millennials 
can sometimes seem like a move from having a Temple in Jerusalem 
back to the days of a Tabernacle in the desert. However, it is this 
fluidity that is at the heart of tremendous innovation taking place in 
our world right now.  A congregant once told me that an entire division 
of three-hundred employees in his company does not work from desks 
in an office, but works remotely from various WeWork facilities.  Today, 
I am far more likely to counsel someone in a Starbucks than I am in the 
privacy of my office. 
 

Nearly forty-five years ago, our synagogue was founded as a sacred 
space for Jews to gather, congregate, and celebrate together.  I 
suspect that for many years into the future this model will continue to 
serve a vital purpose.  However, we must now recognize and accept 
that our first point of contact and initial meaning-making is unlikely to 
be when someone walks in the door to join a synagogue or come to a 
program.  It’s absolutely going to be over Kosher Chinese Food in a 
dining room in Brookhaven.  
 
Rabbi Dan Dorsch 
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Five and a half years ago, we launched a congregational 
satisfaction survey. We had a great response and 
identified three areas of opportunity: 
 

1. Engage interfaith families without diluting who 
we are 

2. Engage young families to participate in Shabbat, 
holidays and festivals, including cross-generational 
programming 

3. Become more inclusive, making it easier for people to penetrate existing 
social circles 

 

You are probably wondering – Isn’t this old news? I will get to that in a minute… 
 

People always ask me what I do for a living.  Officially, I am a “Consultant”. 
I find however, that saying this leads to complicated discussions – people 
have very specific and varying opinions about what it means to be a 
consultant; instead, I summarize and say, “I tell financial institutions what 
to do.” What I really do is help Financial Institutions (FIs) overcome obstacles 
to achieve their goals. One thing that I see consistently is that clients 
prioritize certain initiatives, however they don’t revisit their priorities at a 
later date to ensure that they have followed through in a meaningful 
fashion. They get caught up in fire drills and reacting to new things that 
pop up and lose sight of their original objectives. 
 

So, back to my question, isn’t this old news? No, this is not old news; this 
is a reminder of what our congregants identified as our priorities. And 
this is a check-in to see how we have done at implementing strategies to 
respond. 
 

Priority 1 – Rabbi Dorsch has created a group called Parents raising 
Jewish children which has now folded into the Mishpacha Initiative. This 
was a very successful program geared towards non-Jewish parents raising 
Jewish children. Ironically it has been a victim of its own success as group 
members have gotten so involved in other synagogue activities, this has 
become less of a focus for them. The group is still active and if you are interested 
in being a part of it or learning more, please reach out to Rabbi Dorsch. 
 

Priority 2 –Our annual Shabbat in the Park, quarterly Blue Jean Shabbat, 
and new monthly Shabbat Sasson (Friday night service with beautiful, 
traditional Shabbat liturgy) are fun, family friendly, musical services 
which offer an opportunity for all generations, including families with 
young children to engage in meaningful Friday night experiences. 
 

Our Saturday morning offerings now include a fully revamped Junior 
Congregation program and Tot Shabbat which will be expanding to twice 
a month. 
 

And High Holiday programming for all children has evolved into a more 
interactive holiday experience.  This includes age-appropriate services for 
children grades K-7 while parents are in the Sanctuary, and a 2nd day only 
Family Service. We received very positive feedback following the holidays 
from families regarding the changes that we made.  
 

We have also added SukkahFest, a Sukkot celebration with a petting zoo, 
an adult musical performance, a children’s musical performance, a kosher 
bbq food truck and other activities providing individuals of all ages an 
opportunity to celebrate together. 
 

Priority 3 – We have created 2 meetup style interest groups with a 3rd on 
the way. These groups allow congregants to engage in activities with 
people who share similar interests.  Our alternative Friday night services 
have a meal before or after offering congregants a chance to connect on 
a monthly basis for dinner. Our Lilmode programs provide an opportunity 
for people to connect with others who have similar learning interests.  
And our Virtual Kiddush Facebook group provides an online venue for 
congregants to share thoughts, business referrals, good news and 
motivational videos (Thanks, Galina).  And on Shabbat, Rabbi Dorsch asks 
people to look around the sanctuary and invite others that you don’t 
know to sit with you at our real Kiddush.  Congregants have been, not 
surprisingly, very gracious, providing an opportunity for new prospects, 
new members, and old members to get to know people that they did not 
previously know. 
 

Thank you to the Rabbis, staff, lay leaders and volunteers who have 
helped us to respond to our congregants’ needs.  We have addressed and 
will continue to address the concerns and desires of our community.  
While there is plenty else that we have done and are focusing on, we 
clearly have not lost sight of what our community has asked of us. 
Kol Hakavod! And Chag Purim Sameach! 
 

Allison Saffran 

From Our Executive Director
“It was one of those March days when 
the sun shines hot and the wind blows 
cold: when it is summer in the light, and 
winter in the shade.”  -Charles Dickens 
 

I love the month of March. It is my 
birthday month; my two oldest children 
were born in March; March gives me the 
excuse to drink Guinness and listen to 
Irish music; and March is in the only Shakespeare quote I can 
easily remember, “Beware the Ides of March.” 
 

Finally, my favorite Jewish holiday, Purim, is in March. My 
paternal grandfather’s birthday was on Purim. The official 
date was March 10, but he always said he was born on Purim, 
whenever it happened to fall because that’s what his parents 
told him. 
 

I am reminded of how much I love Purim because over the 
last couple of weeks some seniors from Blessed Trinity High 
School visited us for Shabbat morning service. Their assignment 
for their World Religions course was to attend another faith 
service. Following my father's advice that through knowledge 
comes understanding, I emailed them back and welcomed 
them to attend a service. In all, over a three-week period, 10 
students attended a service. Six of them came for the 
Sisterhood Shabbat service and met Rabbi Dorsch, Rabbi 
Lewis, and Allison, among others. They stayed for the entire 
service, ate lunch with Roz, Maxine, Lori and myself; were 
shown the Torah up close by Linda Weinroth and then met 
with me in my office to ask some questions. One of their 
questions was, “What is your favorite holiday?” My answer 
was Purim. The unbridled joy of Purim has always been a 
draw to me.  We have so much sadness in our lives and so 
much that weighs us down.  It’s good to let loose and relax, 
even for one day.  
 

“a person is obligated to drink on Purim until he can no 
longer distinguish between cursed is Haman and blessed is 
Mordecai (B. Megillah 7b).” 
 

Not that I have ever been that drunk, and I don’t advise 
anybody else to be either, even in these days of UBER and 
LYFT, but the thought of letting our troubles go for one day 
is a cathartic experience. 
 

More than anything else, we must remember that we are 
still here: “They tried to kill us, they failed, let’s eat.”  Strong 
words to live by and understand. We are here to help each 
other and support each other. We are here to teach each 
other that through our strength, we give strength to others.  
 

Meeting with those students also made me aware of something 
else: our continuing sense of community. They commented 
to me that they were very impressed with “our relationship 
with God”. That we were able to interpret the teachings of 
the Torah and have a discussion about why and how we did 
things.  There was a formality, but also a casualness in our 
relationship.  
 

The students also enjoyed that we were accepting of the 
“schmoozing” that took place during the service between 
the adults and tolerant of the minor commotions the children 
in our service caused. That acceptance of community interaction 
was something very foreign to them. 
 

As we move through the next months of our Renewal 2020 
Capital Campaign and see more and more people participate 
in renewing their commitment to Etz Chaim through their 
financial support of our physical home, I am inspired over 
and over again. 
 

We have demonstrated on any given Shabbat that we truly 
embrace the message of “Warm and Welcoming”. We are 
united as a diverse, egalitarian, conservative Jewish community.   
We have the “Neshama (soul) of the South”. 
 

So, back to Purim and March.  As winter fades away and 
spring begins to take full hold, remember that Purim and 
March remind us we are still here as Jews in general and 
here as a strong Jewish community in East Cobb, GA.  
Marty Gilbert 

From Our President    
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From Our Youth Director  

From Our Director of Engagement
 

Purim has become one of my favorite times of the year at Etz 
Chaim. I love seeing the costumes worn by children and adults 
alike and I love that Purim is a time of joy. The Purim song 
“Mishenichnas Adar” means “When [the month of] Adar arrives, 
we increase our joy!” Purim is a time we get to celebrate our 
amazing Youth Department with the fun Purim Carnival and we 
get to come together and be silly to hear the Megillah reading. 
This year I am excited for “Etz Chaim’s Got Talent”, an America’s 
Got Talent themed Purim. This will get to showcase the talents 
within our congregation. I encourage you to share your talents 
with us for this program - we want kids and adults of all ages to 
participate. Please contact me to be part of this fun program!  
 

In last month’s edition, I mentioned that I want to hear your 
feedback about program ideas as we will start planning the next 
calendar year soon. This year’s theme for Etz Chaim’s Got Talent 
is all thanks to Dani Oren, who shared the idea with me. I want to 
make your ideas a reality. As I write this article, I am still reveling 
in the amazing Scholar-in-Residence weekend with Hankus Netksy. 
Thank you again to the Joyce and Ramie Tritt Family Foundation 
for making this possible and to our co-chairs Judy and Stan Fineman 
as well as Delores Lazerson, our Lilmode co-chair. It was incredible 
to see a full theatre of people at the Earl and Rachel Smith Strand 
Theatre on January 27 to hear Yiddish music. This has sparked an 
interest in Klezmer music and Yiddish culture. Before this program, 
Barbara and Jerry Mayer had expressed an interest in a Yiddish 
class. Therefore, we are going to try to provide a Yiddish class as 
part of our Lilmode programs for next year. We want the 
programs and classes here to reflect your interests and I truly 
appreciate your ideas. 
We are excited to share that the Art of Jewish Persian Cooking on 
Sunday, March 3, taught by congregant Safa Nooromid, is sold 
out. 

In March, Rabbi Lewis will teach two classes. 
Shalom in the Shul (formerly Shalom in the 
Home) will begin on Monday, March 4, at noon 
in Phillip’s Library. The topic is the Ethics of Our 
Fathers, Pirkei Avot. The Art of Answering Tough 
Jewish Questions is on Tuesdays, March 5 & 12, 
at 7:30 p.m. See page 12 for more details. 
 

Saturday, March 16, is Havurah Shabbat, where the service will 
be led by congregants in our different Havurah groups. Havurot 
are a great example of meaningful engagement that does not 
have to happen inside the walls of Etz Chaim. Thank you, Noah 
Levine, for coordinating this service and our Havurot at Etz Chaim. 
 

Purim is here! Join us for Etz Chaim’s Got Talent Purim 
Celebration and Megillah Reading on Wednesday, March 20. 
Drinks and dairy appetizers for adults and pizza dinner for 
children 0-18 begin at 5:30 p.m. with the Purim Celebration and 
Megillah reading starting at 6:30 p.m. As mentioned before, we 
are looking for congregants of all ages to be part of the talent 
show portion, so please contact me if interested. Of course, we 
also need people there to enjoy the talents of our congregants 
and hear the Megillah reading. See more details on page 13. 
 

Save the date for Movies at the Etz on Sunday, April 7, at 3:30 p.m. 
featuring the film “A Bag of Marbles”. See page 16 for more 
details. 

 

 I hope that this month of Adar does indeed increase your joy. 
 

L’shalom, 
Heather 

 

 

Shalom Chaverim!  
 

Well, it’s that time of year again: time to 
celebrate the toppling of Haman and the 
heroics of Mordechai and Queen Esther. You 
know what that means? It’s time for everyone’s 
favorite Purim Carnival! 

 

Our entire Youth Department has been working very hard on 
this year’s Carnival to make it the best one yet! Between 
researching games from around the world, organizing food, and 
acquiring some AMAZING raffle prizes, this year’s Carnival is going 
to be awesome! 
 

Behind all of the glitz and glamour of the Purim Carnival, though, 
is our fundraising mission. The profits we make from Admission 
Bracelets, Raffle Tickets, and donations all help subsidize the 
cost of our amazing programs. Without your generosity, we 
would have to raise our membership rates (which are currently 
some of the lowest in the Region), as well as charge for in-house 
programming. 
 

I’ll be honest with you: when I was a freshman in High School, I 
didn’t really want to participate in USY. I had a core group of 
friends at school, and I didn’t really see the benefit of joining this 
group. With the push of my parents and siblings (who were all in 
USY, in addition to my grandparents), as well as one of my 
friends, I decided to try it out…and got hooked! I became 
extremely active in USY and found friends that I still keep in 
touch with today…and little did I know at that time, in 2001, that  

  this would become my career! 
 

Without the fundraising we did for my local chapter, I probably 
wouldn’t have been able to attend as many conventions as I did 
and make as many friends as I have. My youth department not 
only helped me create friendships, but it also helped me create 
my Jewish identity. Through the sichot (conversations) that we 
had at chapter Shabbatonim and conventions, I was able to learn 
things that aren’t often discussed at Religious School. I not only 
learned Jewish content in a very 21st century way, but I also felt 
comfortable engaging with my peers, educators, and staff about 
how the “Jewish lens” changes and develops over time. 
 

In closing, I know that not everyone can afford to make monetary 
donations at this time. Many families are still recovering after the 
last financial crisis and some are still getting on their feet. If you 
haven’t received them yet, there are Volunteer Sign-Ups going 
around for adults, as well as 8th-12th graders. If you are able to 
donate your time, that would help us just as much as a monetary 
donation. 
 

Thank you for changing the lives of our children. 
 

“You have not lived today until you have done something for 
someone who can never repay you.”  
-John Bunyan 
 

L’shalom v’ahava, 
 

Steven Resnick 
stevenrobert@etzchaim.net 

 

mailto:stevenrobert@etzchaim.net
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Mazal Tov to… 
Steven Perlow on being named Etz Chaim’s 
Power of One honoree, for leading our  
Inclusion Committee 
 

Courtney and Jeff Nattis on the birth of 
daughter, Reagan Savannah, born on  
January 24, 2019, and to grandparents,  
Saundi and Adam Shapiro 
 

Condolences to… 
Mark Schlosberg, on the loss of his  
beloved father, Lionel Schlosberg 
 

Joe Ziskend on the loss of his beloved 
father, Seymour Alan Ziskend 
 

Mimi Givarz on the loss of her  
beloved father, Arnold Kusnitz 
 

 
 
 
 

Alisa Unger on the loss of her  
beloved husband, Jeff Unger 
 

Wayne Freedman on the loss of  
his beloved father, Arnold Freedman 
 
 

Thank You to our Office Volunteers… 
Wendy Feinberg 
Sally Greenstein 
Lou Rosengarten 
Sandy Smith 
Linda Weinroth 
 

New Emails… 
Stephanie Foster 
chefstef25@me.com 
 

Martin Cohen 
mwcohen39@gmail.com 

 

 
Members on the Move… 
Phyllis Kent 
25 Glenlake Pkwy., Apt. 2528 
Sandy Springs, GA 30328 
Phone: 770-666-6338 
 

Vivian and Melvyn Lapes  
990 Ivy Falls Drive  
Sandy Springs, GA 30328 
 

Welcome back to our Etz Chaim Family... 
Lois and Marvin Chesin 
127 Stone Manor Court 
Woodstock, GA  30188 
Home Phone: 770-509-0308 
Marvin Cell: 770-377-8595 
Email: mbcatlanta@yahoo.com 

Eti Azizy and Adam Smith 
Robyn and David Goldstein 
Judy and Stan Fineman 
Linda Ames 
Marnie and Brian Nadolne 
Jerry and Barbara Mayer 
Gary Deutsch 
Jane Weiss 
Lynne Johannesen 
Rabbi Slomovitz 
Delores Lazerson 
Bob Frohlich 
Vickie Olson 
Jonathan Olens 

Josh Schwartz 
Amelia Lazerson 
Ilana Gang 
Jillian Meharg 
Grant Chernau 
Robert Gray 
Cheryl Eppsteiner 
Fern Meharg 
Audrey Fried-Sheets 
Dani Oren 
Marsha Shrago 
Rob Foster 
Safa and Shahrokh Nooromid 
Myrna and David Garron 

Thank You to our Program Volunteers: 

 

Questions about  
purchasing a  

cemetery plot? 
Call Marty Gilbert 

770-973-0137 

mailto:chefstef25@me.com
mailto:mwcohen39@gmail.com
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Shabbat Sasson 
Friday, March 8 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Please join us as we welcome Shabbat and celebrate Rabbi Freller’s 
last Shabbat with us. His intern year is over and we at Etz Chaim want to thank him for 
enriching us with his presence and wish him mazel in the future. Services will be followed by 
a dairy potluck dinner.  
 

Co-chairs are Cheryl Eppsteiner and Fern Meharg.  For more information, contact Cheryl at 
eppst4@aol.com or 770-330-6736. RSVP: www.tinyurl.com/shabbatsasson3 

A hearty Mazal Tov to These students Celebrating Their b ’nai Mitzvah!  

The Voice of Chaim ▪  March 2019 

Upcoming B’nai Mitzvah 
 

The Voice of Chaim features 
information on upcoming B’nai 
Mitzvah. 
 

If your child has a Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah in the coming months, 
we would like to feature your 
child’s: 
 

▪ Biographical information 
▪ School information 
▪ Photo 
▪ D’Var Torah Quote 
▪ Mitzvah project 
 

To have your child’s simcha 
included in the Voice,  please 
email the Bio form which is  
included in the B’nai Mitzvah 
Handbook from the Religious 
S cho o l  a l on g  w it h  a  h i g h   
resolution photo to Bernice in 
the Synagogue office  at: 
bernice@etzchaim.net 
 

All materials must be received 
no later than the 1st of the 
preceding month. We will 
gladly accept material earlier. 

Daily Minyan Times: 
 

Monday - Friday: 
7:00 a.m.  
6:30 p.m. 

 
 

Sunday:  
9:15 a.m.  
6:30 p.m. 

 

Claire Isbitts will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on March 2, 2019 – 
25 Adar I 5779. She is the daughter of Debbie and Mark Isbitts. Claire’s Bat 
Mitzvah parasha is Vayakhel.  She is a 7th grader at McCleskey Middle School. 
Claire has been a student in Etz Chaim’s Religious School for eight years and 
attended our Preschool for five years. Her hobbies and interests include soccer, 
Harry Potter, chess, writing stories and reading. 
 

Claire’s D’var Torah quote is “Men and women, all whose hearts moved them, 
all who would make an elevation offering of gold to the Lord, came bringing 
brooches, earrings, rings and pendants – gold objects of all kinds.” For her 
mitzvah project, Claire is donating part of her Bat Mitzvah money to the animal 
rescue group, Mostly Mutts. 

Marley Jill Warshowsky will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah the 
evening of March 9, 2019 – 3 Adar II 5779. She is the daughter of Stacey 
Warshowsky and Adam Warshowsky. Marley’s Bat Mitzvah parasha is Vayikra. 
She is a 6th grader at Wood Acres School. Marley has been a student in Etz Chaim’s 
Religious School for five years. Her hobbies and interests include listening to 
music, spending time with friends, shopping and helping rescue and foster dogs. 
 

Marley’s D’var Torah quote is “Vayikra was the first Torah portion taught to 
kids. The teachers put honey on the letters to teach the children that even hard 
things can be sweet.” For her mitzvah project, Marley is supporting W-Underdogs, 
which is a non-profit organization that pairs under-privileged, at-risk youth in 
South Atlanta with dogs who are living in low income homes. The goal is to help 
teach the children to care for and nurture a pet, while staying out of trouble. By 
doing so, the dogs are also given a second chance. Marley also collected dog 
food donations and money to purchase building supplies for dog houses. 

 

Melanie Thalhimer will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on March 23, 
2019 – 16 Adar II 5779. She is the daughter of Ellen Thalhimer and the late John 
Thalhimer, z”l. Melanie’s Bat Mitzvah parasha is Tzav. She is a 7th grader at 
Dodgen Middle School. Melanie has been a student in Etz Chaim’s Religious 
School for seven years. Her hobbies and interests include dance, photography 
and music. 
 

Melanie’s D’var Torah quote is “Like the eternal flame, God is always present in 
our hearts.” For her mitzvah project, Melanie organized a project collecting 
gently used or new dancewear for less fortunate children through an 
organization called Donate 2 Dance. 

Evan Benjamin Goldstein will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on 
March 30, 2019 – 23 Adar II 5779. He is the son of Robyn and David Goldstein. 
Evan’s Bar Mitzvah parasha is Shemini. He is a 7th grader at Dickerson Middle 
School. Evan has been a student in Etz Chaim’s Religious School for a year and a 
half. His hobbies and interests include Jiu Jitsu, reading, playing with his dog, 
video games and playing saxophone. 
 

Evan’s D’var Torah quote is “Shemini teaches us about the laws of kashrut and 
to follow God’s plan. Sometimes, our parents tell us what to do because they 
know what’s best for us. So sometimes, we shouldn’t question what they tell us 
to do, we should just do it.” For his mitzvah project, Evan is raising awareness 
for Israel Guide Dog Center. He visited the center in December and will be 
teaching his class about it.  

mailto:eppst4@aol.com
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Minyan Makers 
If you are available to help 
make minyan on a Thursday at 
6:30 p.m., sign up at: https://
preview.tinyurl.com/Thursday 
minyan. For more information, 
contact Marsha Bernstein at  
mebernstein1@aol.com. 
 

Centerpiece Rental 
Consider using our beautiful 
new topiary  centerpieces  
for your Friday night dinner,  
Kiddush luncheon or Saturday 
evening affair. Contact the Gift 
Shop for more information.  
 

JNF Trees for Israel 
Honor someone special by 
purchasing a tree in the Etz 
Chaim Sisterhood grove. For 
more information, contact the 
Sandy Bailey at 770-490-7874 or 
the Gift Shop. 
 

For more information about 
Sisterhood, please contact: 

 

Cathy Goodman at 954-655-4867 

 

or 
 

Donna Bruckner at 678-492-1008 
donnasbruckner@gmail.com 
 

Don’t forget to check us out  
on Facebook or at etzchaim.net 

The Sisterhood Scoop 

ATTENTION ETZ CHAIM 
MEMBERS: 

 

If you are planning to 
be away for an extended 
amount of time, please 
inform the office. 

Judaica and Gifts  
Shop Hours  

 

Religious School in Session: 
Sundays 
10:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 
 

Tuesdays 
4:30 p.m.—6:30 p.m. 
 

Thursdays 
11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

We have “survived” another Winter and thankfully Spring is around the 
corner. We are excited for the warmer weather.  
 

Our Intergenerational Cooking Event was delicious. Everyone enjoyed 
learning how to make yummy Babka and Challah. Thank you to Funky Challah founder Liat Tzionov 
for sharing your baking skills with us!  
 

Looking for something different to do on a Saturday night?  Join us and Men’s Club on March 2, at 
7:45 p.m. at Suburban Tap for Trivia Night.  See our ad on page 26. 
 

Join us for Book Club on March 3, at 9:30 a.m.  We are reading Nine Folds Make a Paper Swan by 
Ruth Gilligan. Thank you, Joanne Chaifetz, for hosting this month’s meeting. Please see our ad on 
page 7 for more information. 
 

Purim is here! We can’t wait for you to see this year’s Mishloach Manot baskets! The last date to 
order is March 4. Pick-up dates for your baskets are:  March 14, 15 or 17 (at the Purim Carnival). 
Please be on the lookout for an email detailing pickup instructions. Chag Purim Sameach! 
 

Rosh Chodesh Nisan will be on Friday, April 5, at 7:00 a.m.. Please join us in solidarity with Women 
of the Wall. See page 16 for details. 
 

Sisterhood is in charge of making Minyan on Thursday evenings. Please help those who need to say 
Kaddish by attending and participating in this mitzvah. Please find the Sign-up Genius link on 
Sisterhood’s page on the Etz Chaim website to sign up.  
 

Sisterhood Judaica & Gifts: The Gift Shop will be open Tuesdays 4:30-6:30 p.m., Thursdays 11:30-
1:30 p.m. and Sundays 10:30-12:30 p.m. Please note, Thursday hours have changed. Also we are 
only open Tuesday and Sunday when Religious School is in session and Thursday when the 
Synagogue is open. We hope you will take advantage of this convenience as Sisterhood is always 
striving to meet the needs of our congregation. Please come and see our wonderful new 
merchandise - Mezuzot, Seder Plates, jewelry and more.  See our ad on page 35. 
 

Want to feel a part of Sisterhood? Volunteer! Minyan, gift shop, committees. The possibilities are 
endless. Feel connected, get involved, have fun and meet people. If you are interested, please call 
Cathy Goodman at 954-655-4867, cathygoodman@bellsouth.com or Donna Bruckner at 678-492-1008, 
donnasbruckner@gmail.com. 
 

Until next time... 
Cathy and Donna 
Co-Presidents, Sisterhood 

 



 

11 

The Voice of Chaim ▪  March 2019 

Men’s Club Update 
Kosher for Passover Brisket:  It’s time to order your brisket for Passover.  
Once again, all orders will be presold. First night seder this year is Friday night, 
April 19. All orders should be in no later than April 1. The cost is $22 per 
pound. This year we are offering smoked and traditional options. This year all 
proceeds, less the cost of goods, will go to the Steve Krodman Men’s Club Scholarship Fund. See our 
ad on page 13. 
 

Men’s Club Shabbat:  Men’s Club Shabbat is Saturday morning, April 27, coinciding with the eighth 
day of Passover and Yizkor. 
 

Hearing Men’s Voices: We will be hosting a Hearing Men’s Voices session; planning is in the early 
stages.  We will communicate the date, time and topic when available. 
 

Bob Goldman Scholarship Fund:  It’s time for our students to start thinking about applying for 
Goldman Scholarship Fund assistance with approved Jewish learning activities this summer. If 
anyone has any questions, please contact Dan Pransky at dpransky@aol.com. For more information, 
see page 31. The application is available online at www.etzchaim.net/form/goldman2019. 
 

The Steve Krodman Men’s Club Scholarship Fund: In memory of our dear friend and mentor, in 
cooperation with the Krodman family, Men’s Club is establishing a camp scholarship fund.  This fund 
will provide financial assistance to men who would like to come to the Anshei Darom annual retreat 
but wouldn’t be able to due to financial hardship. 
 

The Men’s Club has added bricks in the Holocaust Memorial Garden in memory of our fellow Jews 
murdered at Tree of Life Congregation in Pittsburgh. A photo of the bricks is on this page.  This is an 
example of remembering lost friends and family. They do not have to be Holocaust victims to have a 
brick in their memory placed in the garden. Forms are available in the lobby.  For questions, please 
contact Barry Riesenberg at briesenberg@gmail.com. See additional information on page 30 and 31. 
 

We are pleased to announce the proceeds from the sale of bricks is funding a trip to the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC in late March. Shayna Krieger, Sarah Lebish and 
Jacob Thalhimer will represent Etz Chaim’s Youth Department and along with four students from 
the Catholic Church of St. Ann will tour the museum accompanied by Heather Blake. 
 

The biennial FJMC convention will be July 3 – 7, 2019 in Toronto.  The convention is open to all 
Men’s Club members who would like to attend.  Wives are invited to attend as well.  For more 
information, please contact Chuck Bernstein at csbwsm@aol.com. 
 

Again, if anyone has any ideas for programming at any time during the year, please feel free to 
contact us. 
 

Chuck Bernstein and Alan Lightstone  
Co-Presidents 

 Men’s Club is a vital part of 
our congregation. Our ongoing 
programs include: 
 

▪ Supporting daily minyan 
 

▪ Sponsoring picnics 
 

▪ World Wide Wrap 
 

▪ Providing scholarships 
 

▪ Men’s Club Shabbat 
 

▪ Anshei Darom Retreat 
 

▪ Synagogue Softball League 
 

▪ Usher for High Holidays 
 

▪ Support Holocaust Garden 
 

Our goal is to provide our 
members with opportunities 
to meet one another and 
make new lasting friendships,  
support our community and 
have fun during the process. 
 

JOIN MEN’S CLUB and make a 
difference in our Etz Chaim 
community. 
 

GET ON THE LIST - CONTACT:  
Chuck Bernstein at 
csbwsm@aol.com 
or Alan Lightstone at  
alightstone61@gmail.com 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR  

EVENING MINYAN— 

Sunday through Thursday 

at 6:30 p.m. 

mailto:dpransky@aol.com
mailto:briesenberg@gmail.com
mailto:csbwsm@aol.com
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Lilmode Happenings 
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#RENEWAL2020 

My kids literally grew up in these halls. We joined for the Preschool and since then have made some of our best friends here. My daughter helped 
with preschool and camp and moved through the ranks of USY to regional level. She's on Nativ now in Israel. Yes, because of her experience at Etz 
Chaim. In an effort to give back, I became the shul's Shabbat usher about a year ago and stand at the doors every Saturday. I also served on the board 
for two years. So giving our fair share to improve our home-away-from-home just feels right.  - Roni Robbins 
 

As a new member, I feel I have found a home in Etz Chaim and just like my own home, when there are repairs/upgrades to be made, you pay to have 
them completed. I want my new "home" to be safe, accessible and beautiful to all. Therefore I made my donation with pleasure and pride.  - Audrey 
Fried-Sheets 
 

Gratitude for what has been and preparing for the future.  Grateful for Adult Education (Lilmode) as well as for opportunities for our youth, including 
my grandchildren, to connect with other Jews while learning about and practicing Judaism. Our Pre-School, Religious School and Youth Groups 
nurture our children while fostering their growth and learning alongside their Jewish friends and our greater community.    
 

Our professional staff and lay leaders are amazing. Their skills and actions accomplish our day-to-day needs, while their visions for the future 
strengthen us as we all work together for becoming the best we can be.  We need to support the continued evolvement of our shul by making 
structural changes to our building. These changes will better enable current and potential congregants to be included in our shul’s activities and feel 
more comfortable in our building. - Roz Reiss 
 

We give because we want to ensure Etz Chaim’s future is as bright, if not brighter, than its past. We want a place that our children want to come to 
and feel welcomed and loved. We know this Renewal campaign is a huge step to making all of these goals possible for our family. We encourage all 
families to give what they can!!! 
- Stephanie and Mark Needle 
 

Throughout my life, each of my major spiritual life events has occurred at Etz Chaim.  I have experienced many changes during the growth of our 
congregation and our synagogue facilities across several decades.  I remember my earliest Shabbat services and religious school classes held in a local 
church, in community rooms and at the Wood Acres Country Day School (the old location, at the corner of Johnson Ferry and Roswell Road) and I 
recall High Holiday services held at the Cobb County Civic Center location.   
 

Can you imagine then how exciting it was to finally have our very own building?   I have vivid memories as a wide-eyed kid, just in awe of my Hebrew 
School class being the first to experience our B’nai Mitzvah on our beautiful new bima!  
 

Fast forward then (just) a few decades when David and I watched our own children on the very Bimah 
where I once chanted my Haftarah, for their own B’nai Mitzvah.  This truly brought pride, joy, and more 
than a few tears of happiness to us both. 
 

As our family’s next chapters in life unfold, it is with both appreciation for the past and great excitement for 
the future that we have chosen to invest, in a variety of ways, to transform our lives and Etz Chaim.  We are 
honored to support the Renewal 2020 campaign to enhance our Etz Chaim home, to become an even more 
beautiful, more inclusive and more spiritually meaningful place to gather and worship with family and 
friends.  We are excited to help bring these joys, in the spirit of l’dor v’dor, to our future generations.  
- Rachel Wilson, Etz Chaim Religious School, Class of 1982 
 

Being an active member in the Etz Chaim Young Adult Group, as well as being a board member of the 
organization, has given me a meaningful connection to the Etz Chaim community, post-college. I felt like it 
was important to give to Renewal 2020 because I wanted to help contribute to the community that I see 
myself being a part of for a long time. I have many happy memories from growing up at Etz Chaim and going 
through the Bar/Bat Mitzvah process with the good friends I had made along the way and also from my more 
recent experiences during Conversational Hebrew class and the Shabbat in the Park, to name a few. I am 
excited to become even more involved in the Etz Chaim community over the next several years, and I 
thought giving to Renewal 2020 was a great place to start!  - Ilana Gang   
 

We arrived in East Cobb 31 years ago and joined Etz Chaim on the recommendation of a family that had 
moved here before us. We knew no one, but the congregation was welcoming. Shortly after joining we met 
some people who would become our closest, lifelong friends at a game night we attended. As with many 
transplants at that time, our reason for the move to Atlanta soon ended in a business downturn and we 
struggled for a couple of years as we worked to get back on our feet.  All the while Etz Chaim was there to 
help our family. We have always tried to give back to the shul and return some of that support we received 
when we needed help, by volunteering in many different capacities.  Our love for Etz Chaim has never 
waned and we are proud that our kids and grandkids are now a part of Etz Chaim's legacy.  L'Dor Vador!  
- Karen and Hank Needle 
 

As Iranian immigrants just after the Islamic Revolution, Etz Chaim became our first place for community and 
belonging at a pivotal time in our young family's life over 35 years ago. Having no immediate relatives in 
Atlanta, the congregation served as our second home for Shabbatot and Chagim as well as the foundation 
for raising and educating our children. So much of who we are as Jewish individuals is because of the warmth, 
inclusiveness, and chesed that we have felt from the beginning until now. So, it's important for us to give 
back, to express our appreciation and gratitude, and to contribute to the future of our shul - a sacred space 
that we are now fortunate enough to share with our beautiful grandchildren. -Safa and Shahrokh Nooromid 
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Bereavement Services 
Offered to Congregants 
 

Etz Chaim’s Chesed Committee 
Will offer to provide meals 
of consolation to members. 
This meal is traditionally a 
dairy meal eaten by mourners 
upon their return home from 
the funeral. It includes whole 
hard-boiled eggs, symbolizing 
the continuity of life. This 
service provided by the 
Chesed Committee allows 
the family and friends who 
normally provide the meal 
to attend the funeral them-
selves and give the emotional 
support to the bereaved. 
Members attending out of 
town funerals, who sit shiva 
or hold a memorial Service 
in Atlanta, will be offered a 
fruit tray. 
 

Contributions made to the 
Chesed Fund will help to 
fund these services. 
 

Would you like additional 
information or want to  
assist in performing these 
mitzvot?  Please contact: 
Cindy Lewis—770-977-0240 
Wendy Feinberg—770-973-1217 
  

 March Yahrzeits 
Memorialize a loved one with a Brick in our Holocaust Memorial Garden or a  

Plaque on our Yahrzeit Wall. For information, please contact the synagogue office. 
 

*Denotes a memorial plaque in our sanctuary to be lit on the day of the yahrzeit and on all Yizkor holidays. 

Your cooperation please! 
 

The disabled parking spots are 
reserved for the exclusive use 
of those with permits. These 
spaces are not to be used by 
anyone else at anytime. 
There is no parking under the 
Education Wing overhang. It 
is a fire code violation.   

Family Member  
In the Hospital? 
 

The rabbi has 
asked that you 
notify the synagogue office 
in the event of a family 
member’s hospital stay or 
serious illness. 

The following loved ones passed away in February/Adar. Our apologies for the omission. 

         
  Beverly Isaac 26 Shevat    

  Leon Feldser 26 Shevat    
  Freda Rothstein 15 Adar    
  Leonard Zellinger 18 Adar    
         
March Yahrzeits: 

         
*1 March Ralph Goldman 24 Adar    

1 March Eli Silberman 24 Adar    
1 March Irving L. Shapiro 24 Adar    
2 March Morris Cohen 25 Adar I    
3 March Erwin Bodzy 26 Adar I    
3 March Eugen Sternberg 26 Adar    

*3 March Leo Levine  26 Adar    
*4 March Daniel Frankel 27 Adar    
*4 March Hyman "Hy" Krugman 27 Adar    

4 March Lester Gersten 27 Adar    
4 March Linda Deutsch 27 Adar    
4 March Max Nesselroth 27 Adar    
4 March Rosalyn Meyer 27 Adar I    
4 March Sylvia Schwartz 27 Adar    

*5 March Harry May  28 Adar    
*5 March Mehdy Nooromid 28 Adar    

5 March Harry Kray  28 Adar I    
5 March Irwin Rickles 28 Adar    
6 March Wayne Landon 29 Adar I    
7 March Leonard Klein 30 Adar I    
9 March Arthur Levin 2 Adar II    
9 March Bernice Weinstein 2 Adar II    
9 March Mildred "Millie" S. Cohen 2 Adar II    

*9 March Ida Cheslin 2 Adar II    
11 March Raymond Smith 4 Adar II    
12 March Tobie Schneider 5 Adar II    
13 March Zelda Zlotin 6 Adar II    

*13 March Harriet R. Miller 6 Adar II    
*14 March Manuel N. Fineman 7 Adar II    

14 March Sidney Goodman 7 Adar II    
*16 March Anne Rose Leonard 9 Adar II    

19 March Jerome Mellman 12 Adar II    
*20 March Herbert Ray 13 Adar II    
*21 March Charlot Low 14 Adar II    

22 March Linda Rubenstein 15 Adar II    
22 March Theodore Shapiro 15 Adar II    
23 March Ross Shapiro 16 Adar II    

*25 March Martin Bock 18 Adar II    
26 March Shirley Jassen 19 Adar II    

*27 March Diana R. Greif 20 Adar II    
27 March Arlene Rosenfeld 20 Adar II    
28 March Marty Silverstein 21 Adar II    
31 March Antoinette Restivo 24 Adar II    
31 March Mania Lederman 24 Adar II    



 

21 

 M
A

R
C

H
 2

0
1

9
 

The Voice of Chaim ▪  March 2019 



 

22 

The Voice of Chaim ▪  March 2019 

For more information, contact Robert Gray at rjgray49@gmail.com 
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April 

Voice of Chaim 
All submissions are  

due to the office  

no later than  

Friday, March 1 

by end of business. 

NPO# KY946  
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Torah Reader Communications 
 

We are in the process of restructuring how we 
recruit Torah readers here at Etz Chaim for Shabbat 
and Festivals. If you are interested in periodically 
reading Torah on Shabbat, Rabbi Dorsch would be 
interested in hearing from you! 
 

If you are currently receiving the weekly emails 
looking for Torah readers and are no longer 
interested in receiving the emails, please contact 
Rabbi Dorsch. 
 

If you are not currently receiving the emails and 
would like to be placed on our list to read Torah, 
please contact Rabbi Dorsch. 
 

Thank you in advance. 
 

Rabbi Dorsch 

rabbidorsch@etzchaim.net 

 

 

Did you know… 
 

You can make your donations online.  

For step-by-step entry, go to: 
 

https://www.etzchaim.net/payment.php 
 

 

For assistance, contact Lisa at 770-973-0137  
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Contributions processed from January 1 through January 31, 2019 

GENERAL FUND 
 

In appreciation of: 
 

Congregation Etz Chaim 
Daniel and Erica Krodman 
 

Delores Lazerson for her direction and  
hard work in helping me plan a successful 
Hiddur Mitzvah II. The Challah Plates  
were all beautiful, creative, and a great 
time was had by all. 
Lynne Goldman Johannesen 
 

In honor of: 
 

Donna and Steve Krodman's 
granddaughter, Naomi 
Charles and Marsha Bernstein 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Sylvia Fogel with condolences  
from the Havurah 
 

Lionel Schlosberg 
Etz United - The Havurah 
 

Seymour Ziskend 
Lisa and Sam Olens 
 

Martin Sternbach, father of  
Nancy S. Goldman 
Nancy Goldman 
 

Sylvia Fogel, mother of  
Harris Fogel 
Rochelle Spandorfer 
 

In memory of: 
 

Steve Krodman 
Alan Malakoff 
 

Nathan Greenberg 
Estelle Weinberger 
David and Ellen Weinberger 
 

Miriam Kaye 
Donald and Judith Kaye 
 

Steve Krodman. Heartfelt condolences  
to Donna Krodman and family on the  
loss of Steve Krodman, beloved  
husband, father and grandfather.  
He was always a "mensch" and  
will be missed. 
Esther Bigel 
 

Lionel Schlosberg, father of Mark 
Schlosberg. With our deepest  
sympathy to you and your family.  
Elaine, Jay, Josh and Rachel Schwartz 
 

Jeffrey Donner 
Jeffrey and Melissa Goodman 
 

Dr. Harvey J. Cohen 
Jeremy and Penney Cohen 
 

Lillian Cohen 
Martin and Rosalyn Cohen 

Gertrude Olens 
Sylvia Fogel 
Steve Krodman 
Lisa and Sam Olens 
 
 

Sylvia Fogel  
Michael and Shelly Reiner 
 

Sylvia Fogel 
Mindy and Jim Intner 
 

Lionel Schlosberg 
Noah and Berna Levine 
 

Rose and Charles Wexler 
Rochelle Spandorfer 
 

Leo Altfeder 
Stanley and Judy Fineman 
 

Wishing Mazal Tov to: 
 

Selma Bernstein on your 80th Birthday! 
Leslie and Doug Isenberg and Family 
 

RABBI DORSCH DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

In appreciation of: 
 

Rabbi Dorsch's attendance at our son's  
bris, as well as his friendship and support  
of our family during 2018. We are very 
grateful to get to know him and his family.  
The Kahns - David, Korie, Isaac, Henry 
 

In honor of: 
 

Don Kaye for his mentoring and 
encouragement in morning Minyan.  
Thank you again. 
Brian Nadolne 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Harry Gordon, step-father 
Bob Gordon 
 

my Sissy, Beth Rubin 
Robin Brill 
 

In memory of: 
 

Jed Zachs' mother  
 

Lionel Schlosberg 
Margie Sonshein 
 

Bernard Cohen 
Steven and Shari Kasten 
 

RABBI LEWIS DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

my Dad, Harold Stiller  
Ellen, John, Rebecca  
and Joshua Jarrett 
 

In memory of: 
 

Bernard Cohen  
Steven and Shari Kasten 
 
 

RABBI SHALOM J. LEWIS ENDOWMENT 
 

In memory of: 
 

Barbara Stiller Baer 
John and Ellen Jarrett 
 

LINDA H. WEINROTH EDUCATION FUND 
 

In honor of: 
 

the B'not Mitzvah of the granddaughters of 
Karen and Hank Needle, Alexis and Bess. 
Ronni and David Beker 
 

In memory of: 
 

Seymour Ziskend, father of Joe Ziskend 
Charles and Marsha Bernstein 
 

Steve Krodman 
Iris Bachenheimer 
 

Lori Sperling 
Jeffrey and Lauri Fellman 
 

Wishing Mazal Tov to: 
 

Maxine and Jon Schein on the Bar Mitzvah 
of your grandson, Steven. We are so happy 
for all the family.  
John and Marylan Karp  
 

ROBERT KLEIN MEMORIAL CHESED FUND 
 

In honor of: 
 

the engagement of Stewart, son of Vivian 
and Allan Levine 
Barry and Joyce Teitelman 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

my father, Vincent Restivo 
Delores Lazerson 
 

Steve Krodman 
Steven and Esther Low 
 

In memory of: 
Steve Krodman 
Eleanor and David Hochberg 
 

Uncle "Joe" Rothenberg 
Robert Gordon 
 

BUILDING ENHANCEMENT FUND 
 

In celebration of: 
 

Joan Fisher’s 75th birthday 
Sheila Rubinstein and Gary Wallach 
 

In memory of: 
 

Pia Crystal. Remembering my grandmother 
with love. 
Craig and Susan Adair  
 

KITCHEN FUND 
 

In appreciation of: 
 

the women of Sisterhood 
Sandy Bailey 
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GERTRUDE AND JOE WILENSKY  
MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT FUND 
 

Wishing a Happy Birthday  
to Lauren Chernau 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

our father, Samuel Scopp 
 

our mother, Gertrude Wilensky 
 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Lynn Sustak 
Lenny Simon 
Shelley Brodsky 
Vivian Levine 
Frank and Barbara Wilensky 
 

JOAN H. RABIN  
MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT 
 

In celebration of: 
 

Howard Manne's 70th birthday. 
Congratulations and warm wishes  
for continued good health and  
happiness on your special birthday. 
 

the upcoming marriage of Debbie  
Holton and Bob Richardson.  
Congratulations and wishing you  
both good health and much  
happiness in the years ahead. 
Dan Rabin 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Joan Rabin...always in our hearts.  
Dan, Sarah, Hooman, Michelle,  
David, Jonah, Lila, Stephanie,  
Gilad and Jacob 
Daniel Rabin and Family 
 

In memory of: 
 

Bill Taaffe. May Bill's memory  
always be a blessing for you  
and your family. 
Daniel Rabin 
 

MORRIS FRANK SACRED TEXT FUND 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

my beloved father, Herman Nathan Davis 
 

my beloved daughter, Roberta Davis 
Dikeman 
Frederick Davis 
 

In memory of: 
 

Elizabeth Sterling 
Joseph Sterling 
 

PHILLIP'S LIBRARY FUND 
 

In appreciation of: 
 

Janice Levine, with thanks for all you do 
Arvin and Myra Goldberg 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Lionel Schlosberg 
Stacey and Mitchell Kopelman 
 

In memory of: 
Sylvia Abrams Fogel 
Abby and Daniel Vines 
 

PHILLIP MICHAEL SILVERMAN  
MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT 
 

In honor of: 
Steve Silverman. A very happy and  
healthy birthday to my brother. May  
you have many more. I love you, Bob 
Robert Silverman 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Sylvia Fogel, mother of Harris Fogel  
and Stacey Wallach. May her memory 
always be a blessing. Hugs from Jo Ellen  
and Alan. 
Alan and Jo Ellen Levy 
 

Steve Krodman, beloved husband  
of Donna Krodman 
 

Sylvia Fogel, beloved mother  
of Harris Fogel  
Stacey and Mitchell Kopelman 
 

PRESCHOOL FUND 
 

In honor of: 
 

Mia Kleinman becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
Louis and Helen Rosengarten 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

my father, Charlie Jassen, on his fifth 
yahrzeit. You left an incredible legacy  
in your children, grandchildren and  
great grandchildren. Love you forever  
and miss you always!  
Hank and Karen Needle and Family 
 

In memory of: 
 

Carole Shapiro 
Adam and Saundra Shapiro 
 

Saul Stickgold - father, grandfather,  
and great grandfather 
Allan and Vivian Levine 
 

William Galin 
Mitch and Arlene Manning 
 

Sylvia Fogel, mother of Harris Fogel.  
We are sorry for your loss. May your 
mother's memory be for a blessing. 
Randy and Adrienne Figur 
 

SISTERHOOD FUND 
In memory of: 
Rae Weiss - inspiring, nurturing, caring, 
beloved mother, grandmother and great 
grandmother  
Barbara and Jerry Mayer 

RADOW YOUTH  
SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT 
 

In memory of: 
Seymour Ziskend. To Joe and Family - 
Wishing you strength and comfort at this 
difficult time. May the memory of your 
beloved father always give you comfort.  
Yaron and Robin Brill and Family 
 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
 

In memory of: 
 

Selda Slater 
Alberto and Cindee Sapoznik 
 

Kenneth Owen Eldridge. You will always  
live in my heart. 
Richard and Karen Friedman 
 

my beloved parents,  
Rose and Charles Wexler 
Rochelle Spandorfer 
 

Wishing Mazal Tov to: 
 

Stephen Perlow on your Power of One 
honor! 
Josh, Melissa, Avital, and Benji Wikoff 
 

STEVEN KRODMAN MEN'S CLUB 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Steve Krodman, whose sweetness as a 
teacher, davener and friend stays in our 
hearts 
Cheryl and David Eppsteiner 
 

Steve Krodman for his humor, intellect, wise 
tutelage and friendship 
Douglas Segerman 
 

Steve Krodman 
Eugene Sacks 
 

Steve Krodman. We want to offer our sincere 
condolences to Donna and the entire family 
on the passing of such a wonderful man. All 
our lives were enhanced by knowing him. His 
memory will always bring blessings. 
Jessica and Jeff Brown 
 

Steve Krodman 
Katie and Jamie Jaffe 
 

Steve Krodman 
Laura Rakoover-Peitzer 
 

Steve Krodman 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 
 

Steve Krodman, whose friendship we will 
continue to treasure 
Nancy and Norm Miller 
 

Steve Krodman 
Norman Kurtz 
 

our mother, Clara Beker 
Ronni and David Beker  
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Contributions processed from December 1 through December 31, 2018 

Steve Krodman, my friend 
Steven Silverstone 
 

our good friend, Steve Krodman 
Tom and Michele Sudow 
 

Steve Krodman 
Wendy, Mary, and Maggie Lindemulder 
 

In memory of: 
Steven Krodman 
Aaron Boardman 
 

Steve Krodman. Our deepest condolences. 
He will be missed. 
Allan and Vivian Levine 
 

Steve Krodman 
Anita Freedman 
 

Steve Krodman 
Anne Schwartz 
 

Steve Krodman 
Arthur and Bonnie Steinfeld 
 

Steve Krodman with our sincerest 
condolences  
Arvin and Myra Goldberg 
 

Steve Krodman. You've touched so many 
lives. Sending love and hugs to the entire 
Krodman Family. 
Bonnie and Alan Silverman 
 

Steve Krodman 
Bruce and Dorie Levin 
 

Steve Krodman - a true mensch. Steve  
was beloved by all and he will be missed. 
Cecile Bock 
 

Ruth and Harry Lutzky 
Steve Krodman 
David and Paula Coplon 
 

Steve Krodman  
David and Renie Geller 
 

Steve Krodman. We will all miss this 
wonderful man. 
Debbi and Randy Chartash 
 

Steve Krodman 
Donald and Judith Kaye 
 

Steve Krodman in honor of a  
life well lived 
Ellen and Steven Perlow 
 

Steven Krodman 
Evan Friedman and Susan Knight 
 

Steven Krodman 
Francine and Bradley Beckman 
 

Steve Krodman 
James Heifetz 
 

Steve Krodman 
Jerome Wiley 
 

Seymour Alan Ziskend. Joe, we were 
saddened to learn of the passing of  
your father. Sincere condolences to you, 
Pam and your entire family.  
Jeffrey and Jessica Brown 
 

Steve Krodman 
Joseph Sterling 
 

Steve Krodman 
Josh and Lauren Levetan 
 

Steve Krodman 
Judy Horowitz 
 

Perry Schulberg 
Kenneth and Grace Graiser 
 

Donna Krodman's beloved husband,  
Steve. Heartfelt condolences to Donna, 
Melissa, Jocelyn and all of your family and 
friends. He will be missed so very much.  
Laurie and Mark Lavinsky 
 

Steve Krodman. Donna, it is not often that one 
gets to meet and know a true Renaissance 
man. My deepest condolences to you, 
Melissa, and Jocelyn at this very difficult time. 
May your memories always be sweet and let 
you feel Steve's presence close by. 
Lynne Goldman Johannesen 
 

Steve Krodman 
Marsha Howland 
 

Steve Krodman 
Michael and Renny Fulco 
 

my beloved cousin, Steve Krodman. Thank 
you for everything the congregation did to 
enrich Steve's life and to make his last 
months and days more bearable. Thank you 
also for managing this fund to continue his 
legacy and "pay it forward". 
Debra Krodman-Collins and Mike Biondo 
 

Steve Krodman 
Noah and Berna Levine 
 

Steve Krodman 
Richard and Sally Eisenberg 
 

Steven Krodman. We will miss hearing 
Steve's chanting at the High Holiday services. 
Our sincerest condolences to you. 
Robert and Lynn Sustak 
 

Steve Krodman. May his 
memory be a blessing. 
Ronni and David Beker 
 

Steve Krodman 
Roz Reiss 
 

Steve Krodman, a warm, 
welcoming and wonderful man 
Sally Greenstein 
 
 

Steve Krodman. Condolences to Donna 
Krodman and family. Steve's passing is a 
great loss to us all. 
Sharon Kavanagh 
 

Steve Krodman. May his memory always be 
a blessing. 
Stanley and Francine Kaufman 
 

Steve Krodman 
Stanley and Judy Fineman 
 

my wonderful cousin, Steve Krodman 
Stephanie Picchi 
 

Steve Krodman 
Steven Vitoff 
 

and in appreciation of, the unforgettable 
Steve Krodman. Zichrono L'vracha. 
Su (Berland) Schaer 
 

Steve Krodman 
Teachers at Dickerson Middle School 
 

Steve Krodman. His memory and his life 
have touched so many. 
Zelda Krodman 
 

Andrew and Jayne Becker 
 

YOUTH FUND 
 

In appreciation of: 
 

Pip Spandorfer. Thank you for taking  
care of Mollie! 
Marnie and Brian Nadolne 
 

In honor of: 
 

the Bat Mitzvah of Mia Kleinman 
Charles and Marsha Bernstein 
 

In memory of: 
Sheila Zager. 
Lee and Deborah Elfenbein 
 

Wishing Mazal Tov to: 
Roz Reiss on your granddaughter's Bat 
Mitzvah 
Charles and Marsha Bernstein 
 

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Estelle Mellman 
Bruce and Bernice Mellman 

 

Please note: 
 

The Voice of Chaim is produced 
one month prior to delivery. 
Donations received after the first 
of each month may not appear in 
the current issue. 
 

Thank you.  We appreciate your Generosity.  



 

30 

The Voice of Chaim ▪  March 2019 

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAIM SYNAGOGUE, CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. ANN  
PARTNER TO KEEP HOLOCAUST MEMORY ALIVE ANOTHER GENERATION 

 

First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out—because I was not a socialist. 
Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out—because I was not a Trade Unionist. 
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—because I was not a Jew. 
Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me. 

 

Since 2012, a sanctioned series of videos from Jewish and Catholic theologians and academics called “Walking God’s Paths” has been a 
catalyst for dialogue and understanding between Congregation Etz Chaim and the Catholic Church of St. Ann, which, since then, have 
come together on several occasions for events at each other’s house of worship.  
 

Now, thanks to the unique ‘Bricks and Books’ program sponsored by the Etz Chaim Men’s Club, teenagers of both faith communities 
will follow those parallel paths of their elders as they travel the interstates together during Spring break to Washington, D.C. to visit 
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. This innovative opportunity to purchase special bricks for the Holocaust garden 
located at Etz Chaim offers an exceptional proviso: the proceeds from these donations will be earmarked to cover the expense of 
sending members from the respective teen groups of both flocks to the nation’s capital.  
 

Barry Riesenberg, organizer and former President of the Men’s Club, said, “We plan to send seven youths from both Etz Chaim and 
from St. Ann’s to Washington with the hope that their visit will impress upon yet another generation the ultimate requisite to never 
forget the extermination of over six million Jews and others in Nazi concentration camps. Likewise, we hope and pray that from this 
trip, these kids will continue the dialogue between the two teens groups, similar to what the adults have formed.” 
 

“Today we are using bricks in a positive manner to provide a life-changing visit for the youths to the Holocaust Museum,” added Rabbi Dorsch. 
 

The “Bricks and Books” program has also been previously publicized in the Georgia Bulletin, the newspaper of the Archdiocese of 
Atlanta, so that the 6 million individual tragedies were made known to future generations of youth at both St. Ann’s and Etz Chaim and 
that these narratives are never forgotten. St. Ann’s Pastor, Fr. Ray Cadran, whose father was a concentration camp liberator during 
World War II, noted, “We are blessed to have these two communities committed to dialogue, faith sharing, and cooperation, and for 
going the extra mile while walking along God’s paths.” 
 

The generosity of contributors from both congregations includes 11 bricks sponsored in memory of those murdered in the Pittsburgh 
synagogue attack in October 2018. 

HOLOCAUST GARDEN MEMORIAL BRICKS  
 

Bricks may memorialize a loved one with a dedication of your choice and are not exclusively for those who perished in the Holocaust. 
 

Each brick can be inscribed with 3 lines with a maximum of 20 spaces per line. Your inscription must fit into the boxes below. Hebrew 
letters may be used. Place one letter in each block.  
 

Many symbols are available and some are listed below; please inquire if you have a special request.  The symbol will appear in the 
shaded area, so if a symbol is used, the number of letters available for the dedication is limited to 15 per line. 
 

Bricks are available in one size only and color selection is random. ONLY BRICKS ORDERED AT THE SAME TIME can be placed next to 
one another. 

EXAMPLES OF COMPLETED FORMS ARE ON PAGE 31. 

Name:  ___________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________ 

 Please check here if you wish to 
use the symbol selected below. If 
you use a symbol, the dedication is 
limited to 15 letters per line. 

 Eternal Flame 
 Jewish Star 
 Heart 
 Cross 
 Angel 
 Dove 
 U.S. Flag 
 Israel Flag 
 Combined U.S./Israel Flag 
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Men’s Club Bob Goldman Scholarship 
 

At this time of year, young members of Etz Chaim are likely considering Jewish-based learning experiences in Israel as well as other 
countries. Etz Chaim’s Men’s Club offers scholarships to help cover the expenses for these trips through its Bob Goldman Scholarship 
Fund. This fund was established to honor Bob Goldman, a dear member of Etz Chaim’s Men’s Club who felt it was important for the 
youth of Etz Chaim to have the opportunity to travel to Israel to study and take part in every-day Jewish life.  
 

If you, or someone you know, would be interested in receiving this scholarship, now is the time to apply.  
The deadline for application submission is May 1, 2019.  
 

To be considered for the scholarship, the following criteria must be met: 
 

1. Parent(s) of the applicant must be members in good standing of Congregation Etz Chaim in the year the application is received.  
 

2. Applicant must be 16 to 22 years of age at the start time of the program they plan to attend. 
 

3. Students may only receive one lifetime award. 
 

4. The applicant must participate in a formal program of at least 28 days that is sponsored by one of the following organizations:  
a. Congregation Etz Chaim b. A recognized youth movement  c. A Jewish School  or d. An Israeli University  

 

5. The program must take place in Israel or in the United States. Exceptions will be evaluated by the Men’s Club Board on a case by 
case basis. 

 

6. The applicant must provide a short essay that describes what they expect to gain from the program they will be attending. 
When providing the essay in the online form, it should be saved to a local device before submitting the application.  

 

7. Notice of acceptance from the program, including the program name and address, must accompany the application.  
 

8. Applicants must apply online via the link below by May 1, 2019.  
 

9. The applicant must provide an email address to facilitate timely communication.  
 

For complete details, the application form and to apply, visit our website at https://etzchaim.net/form/goldscholar2019 
 

If you have any questions about the program, please contact Daniel Pransky at 770-565-7675 or by email at dpransky@aol.com. 

EXAMPLE FORMS FOR MEMORIAL GARDEN BRICK ORDERS 

(The Hebrew inscription above translates: “May his memory be for a blessing” 
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2018/5779 Kol Nidre Honor Roll 
Thank you for your generosity. 56% of our membership participated and gave $174,818! 
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2018/5779 Kol Nidre Honor Roll 
Thank you for your generosity. 56% of our membership participated and gave $174,818! 
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KY946  
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Promote Your  

Business Here! 
 

For advertising information, 
contact Bernice in the synagogue 

office at 770-973-0137 
or by email, bernice@etzchaim.net 
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Place An  

Advertisement 

    In the Voice! 
 

For more information, 

Contact Bernice in the  

Synagogue office. 

770-973-0137 

bernice@etzchaim.net 
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